
MYSO Musician Spotlight 

Xander 

First Place Philharmonia Scholarship Winner 

 
Xander Herman, one of six oboists in the Metropolitan Youth Symphony Orchestras of Atlanta, is 

finishing up his second year with MYSO and looking forward to next season. As a freshman at the Dekalb 

School of the Arts, he is one of only two oboists, so being around such a large group of good musicians 

playing the same instrument is really exciting to him. “You don’t get that in middle school and high 

school band,” he said. 

Xander, MYSO Philharmonia’s First Place scholarship winner for the 2019-20 season, will be using his 

scholarship to attend the Southern Oboe Intensive, an annual event that attracts oboists from around 

the country. Originally slated to be held at the University of Alabama, Birmingham, it will be conducted 

virtually this summer. In addition to the virtual camp, he will continue his weekly private lessons and 

practicing daily. 

At the urging of his elementary school principal, Xander began playing oboe five years ago.  “I ended up 

really liking it. Also, tuning the orchestra is fun to do!” At the LTK Oboe Camp 2019, he started learning 

to play English horn as well, an instrument closely related to oboe. Being able to play both instruments 

is important if he is to achieve his goal of performing with a professional orchestra after college. 

Despite playing in both his school band and MYSO, Xander says he still gets nervous. “I usually get VERY 

nervous. I don’t have a way to overcome it, but there are some ways to prevent it. For example, when 

practicing, play in front of somebody else, play in different situations, like a different room, or record 

yourself. Your problems will be more apparent, so you will know what to work on. Also, when I am 

nervous, I find that doing vibrato is a bit easier.” 

His favorite MYSO memory? “I think my fondest MYSO memory was the Carnegie Hall trip last year. 

Walking out on the stage was really an amazing and satisfying feeling. It made me look back and think 

about how much I have learned over the years.” 


